
The Far Eastern Odyssey Tour
24 October – 8 November 2027

£8,499*  
per person

* based on two sharing a twin/double room



Beginning and ending in Tokyo, The Far Eastern 
Odyssey combines the freedom of driving with the 
reassurance of a dedicated tour manager, taking 
you through the cultural heart of Japan across the 
islands of Honshu and Shikoku. From iconic Mount 
Fuji and the Japanese Alps to Kyoto's timeless 
temples and Hiroshima's moving history, every day 
reveals a different facet of this remarkable country. 

Your adventure begins with two nights in Tokyo, 
allowing time to acclimatise and discover one of 
the world's most fascinating cities. Staying at the 
luxurious five-star Hotel Chinzanso Tokyo, set within 
its own tranquil gardens, you'll enjoy a peaceful 
retreat while remaining within easy reach of the 
city's vibrant districts. Your tour manager will be on 
hand, offering local insights and helping you make 
the most of your time in Japan's capital. 

Collecting your vehicles, you'll leave the metropolis 
behind and drive towards the shadow of Mount Fuji. 
A visit to the acclaimed Fuji Speedway Museum 
celebrates Japan's rich motoring heritage before 
an overnight stay overlooking the country's most 
iconic peak. 

The route then turns north towards Nikko, home to 
the magnificent UNESCO-listed Toshogu Shrine, 
before joining Japan's celebrated Romantic Road. 
Winding through volcanic landscapes, mountain 
passes and traditional countryside, the journey 
continues to Matsumoto and onwards across the 
spectacular Japanese Alps to Kanazawa. Here, 
you'll enjoy a two-night stay to explore one of 
Japan's best-preserved historic cities, renowned for 
its exquisite gardens, samurai heritage, traditional 
teahouses and celebrated seafood markets. 

Travelling south, the tour reaches Kyoto, Japan's 
ancient imperial capital. Three nights here allow 
ample time to immerse yourself in the country's 
cultural soul, from magnificent temples and serene 
gardens to Shinto shrines and historic streets. 
A special Geisha and Maiko evening provides a 
memorable glimpse into one of Japan's most 
treasured traditions. 

From Kyoto, the journey continues west to 
Hiroshima. During a two-night stay, you'll visit the 
Peace Memorial Park and Atomic Bomb Dome, 
powerful reminders of the city's past and enduring 
symbols of peace. A guided visit offers valuable 
insight into one of the most significant chapters in 
modern history. 

Crossing to Shikoku Island, you'll discover the 
impressive Matsuyama Castle before following one 
of Japan's most scenic driving routes along the 
spectacular Shimanami Kaido. The tour concludes 
in Osaka, famed for its vibrant atmosphere and 
exceptional street food, before boarding the world-
famous Shinkansen for a return journey to Tokyo. 
A farewell dinner provides the perfect opportunity 
to reflect on an unforgettable journey through the 
Land of the Rising Sun.

Highlights Include:  

•	 Two nights in Tokyo at the five-star Hotel 
Chinzanso Tokyo 

•	 Visit to the acclaimed Fuji Speedway Museum 
•	 Overnight stay with views of Mount Fuji 
•	 UNESCO-listed Toshogu Shrine, Nikko 
•	 Driving Japan’s celebrated Romantic Road 
•	 Crossing the Japanese Alps and Hida region 
•	 Two nights in historic Kanazawa 
•	 Visit to Komatsu collection, Japan’s largest 

Motor Museum 
•	 Traditional Geisha and Maiko dinner experience 

in Kyoto 
•	 Three nights exploring Kyoto, Japan’s cultural 

heart 
•	 Guided visit to Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park 
•	 Excursion to Miyajima Island 
•	 Visit to Matsuyama Castle on Shikoku Island 
•	 Drive the spectacular Shimanami Kaido 
•	 Return journey aboard the iconic Shinkansen 

bullet train 
•	 Fully escorted by an experienced tour manager 

Experience Japan at its most captivating as autumn colours sweep across mountains, 
temples and ancient cities on this extraordinary 15-day self-drive journey. 



Detailed Itinerary

Day 1 – Arrival in Tokyo 
 
Sunday 24 October 

Welcome to Japan. Upon arrival in Tokyo, transfer 
to the elegant five-star Hotel Chinzanso Tokyo, 
a peaceful sanctuary set within beautifully 
landscaped gardens on the edge of the capital. 

The remainder of the day is yours to relax, unwind 
and acclimatise after your journey. Enjoy the 
hotel’s exceptional facilities or simply take in your 
first impressions of Japan. Dinner is at leisure this 
evening. 

Overnight: Hotel Chinzanso Tokyo

Day 2 – Discovering Tokyo 

Monday 25 October 

After breakfast, meet your fellow travellers and tour 
manager for a welcome briefing introducing the 
journey ahead. 

Today offers an opportunity to experience some of 
Tokyo’s most iconic sights, from the historic Sensō-
ji Temple in Asakusa and the riverside promenades 
of the Sumida River to the tranquil Meiji Shrine 
and the vibrant atmosphere of Harajuku’s famous 
Takeshita Street. 

This evening, gather for a welcome drinks 
reception before enjoying dinner together at a 
traditional Japanese izakaya. 

Overnight: Hotel Chinzanso Tokyo

Day 3 – Mount Fuji & Fuji Speedway 

Tuesday 26 October 

This morning marks the start of your self-drive 
adventure as you collect your hire car and leave 
Tokyo behind. 

Travelling through the foothills of Mount Fuji, visit 
the acclaimed Fuji Speedway Museum, home to 
an impressive collection celebrating Japan’s rich 
motorsport heritage. Continuing to your hotel, enjoy 
spectacular views of Mount Fuji from your room. 
Dinner is included this evening. 

Overnight: Fuji Speedway Hotel

Day 4 – Nikko & Toshogu Shrine 

Wednesday 27 October 

Drive north towards the mountain city of Nikko, one 
of Japan’s most important cultural destinations. 

En route, visit the magnificent Toshogu Shrine, 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site renowned for 
its intricate carvings and lavish decoration. This 
evening, experience traditional Japanese hospitality 
with a stay in a Japanese-style hotel. 
Dinner is included. 

Overnight: Chuzenji Kanaya Hotel 

Day 5 – Japan’s Romantic Road 

Thursday 28 October 

Today’s route follows sections of Japan’s 
celebrated Romantic Road, one of the country’s 
most rewarding driving experiences. 

Journey through the dramatic volcanic landscapes 
of Tsumagoi and the famous hot spring resort of 
Kusatsu before arriving in Matsumoto, home to one 
of Japan’s finest and most photogenic castles. 
Dinner is included this evening. 

Overnight: Matsumoto Hotel Kagetsu

Day 6 – Across the Japanese Alps 

Friday 29 October 

One of the tour’s most spectacular driving days 
awaits as you cross the Japanese Alps and enter 
the mountainous Hida region. 

Pass through landscapes renowned for producing 
prized Hida beef before visiting the UNESCO-listed 
village of Shirakawa-go, famous for its distinctive 
thatched farmhouses. Continue to Kanazawa, 
where you’ll enjoy a two-night stay. 
Dinner is included this evening. 

Overnight: Hotel Nikko Kanazawa



Day 7 – Exploring Kanazawa 
 
Saturday 30 October 

Enjoy a full day at leisure to discover one of Japan’s 
most elegant and historic cities. 

Highlights include the exquisite Kenrokuen Garden, 
widely regarded as one of Japan’s finest landscape 
gardens, Kanazawa Castle, the bustling Omicho 
Market and the beautifully preserved geisha 
districts. This evening is free for independent dining 
and exploration. 

Overnight: Hotel Nikko Kanazawa 

Day 8 – Kyoto & A Traditional Geisha Evening 

Sunday 31 October 

Depart Kanazawa and travel south towards Kyoto. 

Along the way, visit Japan’s largest motor museum 
before enjoying a scenic drive through the Lake 
Biwa region. On arrival in Kyoto, experience 
a memorable evening featuring traditional 
entertainment and a special Geisha and Maiko 
dinner experience. 

Overnight: The Westin Miyako Kyoto 

Day 9 – Kyoto at Leisure 

Monday 1 November 

Today is yours to discover Kyoto at your own pace. 

Perhaps visit the iconic Fushimi Inari Shrine with 
its thousands of vermilion torii gates, explore the 
enchanting Arashiyama Bamboo Grove, or step 
back in time at Nijo Castle and the city’s many 
historic temples and gardens. 
The evening is free to enjoy as you wish. 

Overnight: The Westin Miyako Kyoto 

Day 10 – The Cultural Heart of Japan 

Tuesday 2 November 

A second full day in Kyoto allows you to delve 
deeper into the city’s extraordinary cultural 
heritage. 

Your tour manager and local guide will be available 
to suggest additional sights and experiences, 
ensuring you can make the most of your time in 
what many consider to be the true heart of Japan. 

Overnight: The Westin Miyako Kyoto 

Day 11 – Journey to Hiroshima 

Wednesday 3 November 

Continue west towards Hiroshima. 

Choose between a direct route via the Sanyo 
Expressway or a more scenic drive through the 
beautiful Setonaikai National Park, featuring 
sections of coastal road and sea views. 

Upon arrival, settle in for a two-night stay. 
Dinner is included this evening. 

Overnight: ANA Crowne Plaza Hotel Hiroshima 

Day 12 – Hiroshima & Miyajima Island 

Thursday 4 November 

Today is dedicated to exploring Hiroshima and 
reflecting on its profound place in world history. 

Visit the Peace Memorial Park, Peace Memorial 
Museum and the iconic Atomic Bomb Dome. 
Later, take a ferry to the sacred island of Miyajima, 
famous for its floating torii gate and stunning 
natural beauty. 

This evening is free, with the opportunity to sample 
Hiroshima’s renowned okonomiyaki. 

Overnight: ANA Crowne Plaza Hotel Hiroshima 

Detailed Itinerary



Day 13 – Shikoku & Matsuyama Castle 
 
Friday 5 November 

Cross to Shikoku Island and visit the impressive 
Matsuyama Castle, one of Japan’s few remaining 
original hilltop castles. 

This evening, enjoy a stay at a traditional Japanese 
inn, complete with authentic hospitality and a 
traditional dinner. 

Overnight: Kotohira Kadan 

Day 14 – The Shimanami Kaido & Osaka 

Saturday 6 November 

Drive one of Japan’s most celebrated roads 
today as you follow the spectacular Shimanami 
Kaido across a chain of islands linked by dramatic 
suspension bridges. 

Arriving in Osaka, return your hire car and enjoy 
time to explore the city’s vibrant atmosphere. This 
evening, experience Osaka’s famous culinary scene 
with dinner in the lively Dotonbori district. 

Overnight: Osaka Marriott Miyako Hotel 

Day 15 – Shinkansen to Tokyo 

Sunday 7 November 

Enjoy a relaxed morning in Osaka before boarding 
the world-famous Shinkansen bullet train for the 
journey back to Tokyo. 

On arrival, transfer to your hotel and gather 
with your fellow travellers for a farewell dinner, 
celebrating an unforgettable journey across Japan. 

Overnight: Hotel New Otani Tokyo 

Day 16 – Departure 

Monday 8 November 

After breakfast, check out of the hotel and bid 
farewell to your fellow travellers before continuing 
your onward journey. 

Detailed Itinerary

What’s included: 

•	 15 nights’ accommodation on a bed and 
breakfast basis 

•	 Dinner on five evenings 
•	 Entry to Fuji Speedway Museum 
•	 Entry to Toshogu Shrine 
•	 Entry to Komatsu Automobile Museum 
•	 Hiroshima visits 
•	 Miyajima Ferry 
•	 Entry to Matsuyama Castle 
•	 Hire car for 11 days – based on a mid size SUV 
•	 Bullet train Osaka to Tokyo (first class)
•	 Bus transfers in Osaka & Tokyo  
•	 Services of expert guides in Tokyo, Kanazawa, 

Kyoto & Hiroshima 
•	 Services of a tour manager 

What isn’t included:
•	 Flights 


